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PLANO

Independent School District

Dear Students and Parents:

The goal of the Plano Independent School District is to provide opportunities for all students to experience success
beyond graduation. Plano ISD offers a strong foundation for a lifetime of learning. Working together with their
parents and schools, students can make informed decisions concerning programs and course selections during the
secondary school years.

This middle school Course Catalog is designed to explain the basic requirements for successful steps from sixth
through eighth grades and to prepare for a smooth transition into the high/senior high school program.

Plano ISD students are encouraged to begin early discussions with their parents, teachers and counselors about the
possibility of applying to attend one of our school district’s three academies that serve high school students. The
Academy Programs of Plano are made of Plano ISD Academy High School, the International Baccalaureate World
School at Plano East Senior High School and the Plano ISD Health Sciences Academy. Visit
www.pisd.edu/academies for more information.

Counselors will be meeting with students and their parents to help them in developing the appropriate educational
plans from their middle school through their high/senior high school experience and the possibility of applying to
attend one of the academies.

Again, I encourage parents and students to use all of the sources of information provided in this catalog and
provided by the school counselors as they plan for future goals and program choices

Sincerely,
Richard Matkin

Superintendent of Schools
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The Plano Independent School District Course Catalog lists the courses that our middle schools
and high schools generally make available to students. It should be noted, however, that not all
of the courses listed are scheduled every year. Since it is not economically feasible to schedule
classes in which only a few students enroll, it may be necessary to schedule such classes on an
alternate-year basis or to eliminate them. Sufficient numbers of student requests for specific
courses then become the determining factor as to whether or not a course is scheduled.

The Course Catalog provides a Table of Contents to assist in locating specific areas of
information. The first section of the guide contains 6-8 grade curriculum requirements. The
second section provides the specific description of courses by department. Descriptions,
prerequisite, grade levels, and credits are listed for each course.

In addition to this basic district curriculum guide, each middle school offers elective courses to
the population it serves.

The Course Catalog is also available online. The Plano ISD web site address for the Course
Catalog is as follows: http://www.pisd.edu/students/courses/index.shtml
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Grade Point Average (GPA) Chart

Plano ISD
043910

Academic Achievement:
Class Ranking

Grade points for grades 9 — 12 shall be assigned according to the chart below:

Numerical AP | IB* Pre-AP/IH/ Regular Modified | Applied/Fundamental
Grade Honors*

97 & above 5.0 4.5 4.0 3.5 2.5
93 -96 4.8 4.3 3.8 3.3 2.3
90 -92 4.6 4.1 3.6 3.1 2.1
87 — 89 4.4 3.9 3.4 2.9 1.9
83— 86 4.2 3.7 3.2 2.7 1.7
80 —82 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.5 1.5
77-79 3.8 3.3 2.8 2.3 1.3
73-76 3.6 3.1 2.6 2.1 1.1
71-72 3.4 2.9 2.4 1.9 1.0
70 3.0 2.5 2.0 1.5 1.0
Below 70 0 0 0 0 0

* EIC (EXHIBIT) for identified courses and grade points.

Plano ISD calculates class rank at the following times during the school year:

High School Class Rank
9t Grade - Spring rank available in February
10t Grade - Spring rank available in February

Senior High School Class Rank
11t Grade - Spring rank available in February
11t Grade - End of Junior Year rank available in June
12t Grade - Fall rank is available in September
12t Grade - Spring rank available in February
12t Grade - Final class rank at the end of the 5™ six weeks

The grade earned in a six weeks grading period transfers when a student changes levels, i.e., honors to

regular, regular to honors, etc.




College/Career Preparation Timeline

Grades Goals and Objectives
Grades 6 -7 Begin to investigate college/career goals and objectives.
Grade 8 Plan a four-year high school academic program and become aware of the

16 career clusters. Each student attends an academic conference with
parents and a school counselor during which course selections are chosen
for the high school years. Review college catalogs, publications and
websites, which give college profiles and entrance requirements. Take
advantage of district programs. Start researching scholarships and financial
planning. Become aware of transcripts, grade point average, and graduation
requirements. Attend evening parent meetings regarding academic
planning and college admission.

Grade 9 Re-evaluate career goals and objectives. Review academic four-year plan
and begin building a high school transcript. Research colleges and
universities of interest. Attend campus evening meetings about post-
secondary planning and college admission.

Grade 10 Review academic plan. Re-evaluate goals and objectives. Participate in an
individual academic conference with parent(s) and the high school
counselor to decide on courses for the 11" grade. Take advantage of
district programs. Review college catalogs, publications, and websites
which give college profiles. Attend campus evening meetings about post-
secondary planning and college admission

Grade 11 Review academic plans and narrow college choices. Participate in an
individual academic conference with parent(s) and the senior high school
counselor to decide on courses for the senior year and to discuss post-
graduation plans. Attend College Nights in September. Take PSAT in
October (National Merit Qualifying Test). Take the SAT or ACT in the late
spring. Explore scholarship opportunities.

Grade 12 Review post-secondary options. Confer with counselor in early fall. Attend
College Nights in September. Take SAT and/or ACT in early fall. Send
applications early in the fall semester. Be mindful of college application
deadlines. Submit housing application in the early fall. Attend financial aid
programs. Send federal financial aid applications in January. Submit
scholarship applications beginning in the fall.

A web-based tool, Naviance, is used by students, parents, and Plano ISD staff to assist students with college and career
readiness. All students receive an access code and tasks are assigned at each grade level. Naviance provides college
and career search and exploration; resume building tips; and information on the college admission process. Through the
Naviance Family Connection students may request letters of recommendation, manage college applications, access
scholarship information, and complete tasks that will enhance the college and career preparation experience.

Another resource, University Ready, is designed to aid Plano students and parents as they prepare for all aspects of post-
secondary experience. Be sure to take time to investigate Plano ISD’s University Ready at http://ur.pisd.edu/index.shtml
as a resource tool during your college preparation years.

Other websites:

www.collegeforalltexans.com www.fafsa.ed.gov
www.collegeboard.org www.act.org WWW.Nncaa.org




Middle School Program

Textbooks

Textbooks are state-owned (the property of the state of Texas) and are issued to students in Plano ISD free of charge.
Each student is responsible for his/her textbooks issued by their school and is responsible for payment for lost and/or
damaged textbooks occurring in the school year.

Courses
Acceleration
At the middle school level, students may request to take examinations for acceleration in academic subjects. Please
see the counselor for more information.

Advanced Placement Program

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program of the College Board enables students to complete college-level studies at
Plano East Senior High, Plano Senior High and Plano West Senior High Schools. A limited number of Advanced
Placement courses may be offered on the Grade 9-10 campuses. This "academic bridge" helps smooth the transition
from high school to college. The primary goals of the AP Program are to enrich the secondary school experience of
students ready to apply themselves to college-level courses and to provide the means by which colleges may grant
credit or placement, or both, to students with satisfactory AP test scores.

Courses Taken In Middle School for High School Credit

Middle school credit is NOT granted until BOTH semesters are completed AT middle school. Students can NOT
complete 1t semester at middle school and 2" semester at summer school, re: Spanish, French, and Algebra I. If
Algebra | is taken in 8th grade, three years of math above Algebra | must be completed.

Elective Courses
In addition to these required courses, students may choose other courses to complete their schedules. The number of
elective courses that students may choose varies from year to year.

Exploratory Courses
The exploratory courses in middle school offer the students a chance to pursue special activities or to discover new
interests. The exploratory courses vary from campus to campus.

Fine Arts

Music

Sixth grade students must select Band, Choir or Orchestra to fulfill the state Fine Arts requirement. Sixth grade band
and orchestra classes are scheduled in like-instrument groupings. Instruments included in band are as follows: flute,
oboe, clarinet, bassoon, saxophone, French horn, trumpet, trombone, euphonium, tuba, and percussion. Instruments
included in orchestra are as follows: violin, viola, cello, and string bass. There are no competitive UIL music events for
sixth grade musicians. Limited outside of school rehearsals and performances may be required.

Placement in seventh and eighth grade music classes may include individual auditions with the director. Some
activities at this level are considered extra-curricular. Students must maintain a 70 in all subjects in order to participate
in competitions and other extra-curricular components of the music program. Attendance at outside of school
curricular rehearsals and performances will be expected in order to meet performance requirements outlined by state
course objectives.

Theater Arts

Theater Arts may be included as a part of the sixth grade exploratory course offerings. Students may elect to
participate in seventh and eighth grade Theater Arts. Students may be expected to participate in outside of school
rehearsals and performances. Some activities at the seventh and eighth grade levels are considered extra-curricular.
Students must maintain a 70 in all subjects in order to participate in competitions and other extra-curricular
components of the music program. Attendance at outside of school curricular rehearsals and performances will be
expected in order to meet performance requirements outlined by state course objectives.

Visual Art

Visual Art may be included as a part of the sixth grade exploratory course offerings. Students may elect Art as a
course offering at the seventh and eighth grade level. Students may have opportunities to participate in competitions
and exhibitions.



Foreign Language
In foreign languages, students who successfully complete TWO years of the same middle school foreign language will

earn one high school credit. The credit will count toward graduation. The course and grade will be recorded on the
student's academic achievement record (transcript). Grade points will be counted toward rank in class. The course of
study satisfies one of the two credits of the language requirement for the advanced SBOE (State Board of Education)
Recommended High School Program and one of the three credits of the language requirement for the Distinguished
Achievement Program. It also serves as the prerequisite for Spanish Il or French Il at the high school level.

Honors Courses

A differentiated honors curriculum includes a wider range and greater depth of subject matter than that of the regular
course. Emphasis will be placed on higher level and critical thinking skills, on creative, productive thinking, and on
independent guided research. In the middle school program, these courses are offered in English, mathematics and
science.

Mathematics

In mathematics, an advanced student may begin the secondary course progression upon completion of middle school
mathematics essential knowledge and skills. Students may complete Algebra I, geometry and higher-level
mathematics courses in middle school and credit toward high school graduation is awarded for these courses. The
students simply continue along the course progression. Grades for these courses ARE used to figure high school GPA
and class rank. All students will have the potential for Algebra | credit.

Required Courses
These courses are required to fulfill local and state educational requirements. A course may or may not have a
prerequisite. A prerequisite is a course that must be taken prior to the course under consideration.

Programs
Athletic Program

Students may schedule athletics instead of physical education. In the sixth grade, students take regular physical
education classes, as there is no competitive athletic program. In the seventh and eighth grades, volleyball, football,
basketball, track, and cross country contests will be scheduled with schools inside and outside the district.

Students may try out for volleyball and basketball in the early fall. Football, track, and cross country are open to all
students who meet the criteria. Students participating in athletics must maintain a 70 in all subjects and must pass the
physical examination required by University Interscholastic League (UIL). Students interested in athletics should
contact the head coach at the individual school campus to obtain the necessary forms.

AVID Program_ (Advancement Via Individual Determination)

The AVID course is designed to prepare students for success in postsecondary education. AVID 7 and AVID 8 provide
support and skill development in areas specifically aligned with success in rigorous courses in the content areas. A
recommendation, application and interview are required. Students must be accepted into the AVID program.

Cheerleading Program

The cheerleading program is open to any eighth grade student who desires to participate in the program. Interested
students should contact the individual school campus cheerleading sponsor. Signups and packets are usually given
out in the spring semester of the student’s seventh grade year. A three-day middle school cheerleading camp is
scheduled the summer before their eighth grade year, usually the end of July or the first of August. Professional
cheerleaders from the national cheerleading associations staff the camp.

Coordinated School Health Program

Students will receive instruction in Plano ISD’s Coordinated School Health Program. This program is a systemic
approach to advancing student academic performance by promoting, practicing and coordinating school health
education and services for the benefit and well-being of students. This program will help to establish health behaviors
in students designed to last their lifetime. The curriculum will include lessons in physical fithess, health and wellness,
decision-making, self-esteem/body image, nutrition, mental health/stress, your body systems, growth and
development, diseases and disorders, drugs and alcohol, and personal safety.




English as a Second Language (ESL)

All students who register in this school district will complete a home language survey form. If this survey indicates that
a language other than English is spoken in the home or is spoken by the student most of the time, the student must be
referred to the Language Assessment Center for evaluation. After the language evaluation, the LPAC Committee will
make recommendations about ESL Services. Students who qualify for ESL services may enroll in ESL classes.

The English as a Second Language (ESL) program shall be an integral part of the regular educational program. State-
adopted English as a second language instructional materials and supplementary materials are used as curriculum
tools. This program is aligned with the district's general education literacy program. The English as a second language
program shall address the affective, linguistic, and cognitive needs of limited English proficient students.

ESL classes, which focus on intensive development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in English, are
offered to English Language learners at all secondary campuses.

Gifted and Talented Program

Gifted program services are provided for students formally identified for the gifted program. Participation in the
program is based on a referral, assessment, and selection process. Middle school PACE (Plano’s Academic and
Creative Education) students are served through their PACE history classes. Collaboration, independent work,
presentations and research projects are important components of all PACE classes. In high school, course offerings
include Humanities | and Il. At the senior high school level, services are provided for gifted students through Advanced
Placement, International Baccalaureate and the American Studies courses.

Off-Campus PE — The purpose of the Off-Campus Physical Education Program is to accommodate students who are
making a serious effort to develop high-level capabilities and to allow those students to be involved in a program that
provides training exceeding that offered in the school district. The student is taking this course for physical education
credit and he/she may not be enrolled in athletics while participating in the Off-Campus Physical Education Program.
A maximum of 4 credits can be earned towards state high school graduation requirements. A student interested in this
program should contact his/her school counselor for the application, guidelines, and enroliment dates concerning off-
campus physical education.

Off-campus physical education currently considers the following activities: archery, art skating, badminton, dance,
equestrian, fencing, gymnastics, ice hockey, ice skating, lacrosse, martial arts, golf*, rock climbing, rowing,
squash, swimming, tennis, track cycling and table tennis. There is a fee for participation in the off-campus
physical education program. The student must participate in his/her activity, under professional supervision, a
minimum of 10 hours each week for Cateqory 2 (cannot leave campus) or a minimum of 15 hours for
Category 1 (can leave campus one class period early) at one approved agency. The student must participate in
the sport at least a minimum of four (4) days during the week (Monday through Friday) plus one (1) additional
day that may fall on either the weekend or during the week for a total of five (5) days per week. *Please contact
program coordinator for information.

Physical Education Program

Students are required to complete 4 semesters of physical education during their middle school grades 6 through 8.
The Physical Education Program is designed to provide appropriate instruction in health, wellness, fithess and skill
development to enhance the physical, mental, and social/emotional development of every student. Every student has
the opportunity to explore a variety of fun and challenging activities each semester engaging in an active lifestyle.

Activities such as, rock climbing, cycling, bowling, tennis, table tennis, soccer, basketball, golf, archery, and
Exergaming are just a few activities delivered during developmentally appropriate lessons. A variety of technological
tools will be used during physical education class time to assist the student’s education about their personal intensity of
exercise and assist with personal fithess goal setting. Students enrolled in physical education could experience activity
levels of moderate to high intensity.

Physical Fitness Assessment

Each student identified by the Texas Education Agency will participate in an annual physical fitness assessment. The
Fitnessgram assessment instrument will contain criterion-referenced standards specific to a student's age and gender
based on the physical fitness level required for good health. Good health components will include an aerobic capacity,
body composition, muscular strength, muscular endurance, and a flexibility assessment.




Special Education Services Program

Special education services are provided for each student who meets eligibility requirements. Consideration of a
student’s eligibility for special education services is initiated by a referral to the Campus Monitoring and Intervention
Team, which may be requested by parents, school personnel or outside agencies. Parental consent is required prior
to assessment, and again, prior to placement in special education.

Components of the special education process include:
. Determining whether a student meets special education eligibility through formal assessment, data collection
and determination of educational need
. Preparing an Individualized Education Program (IEP) for each student based on needs, if eligibility is
determined.
. Implementing the IEP in the least restrictive environment
o Annually evaluating the student’s progress and developing the IEP to address the student’s needs

Special Education services are provided under state and federal guidelines. Special Education offers specially
designed instruction and a full continuum of services to meet a variety of student needs. Programs range from fully
self-contained learning environments to support in general education classrooms. A student’s graduation plan,
developed by the ARD/IEP Committee, determines how the student will meet credit and curriculum requirements of
the state and district for graduation.

Promotion and Retention
Requirements — Grades 6-8
In grades 6-8, promotion to the next grade level shall be based on an overall average of 70 on a scale of 100
based on course-level, grade-level standards (essential knowledge and skills) for all subject areas and a grade
of 70 or above in language arts, mathematics, science and social studies.

Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 who fail to meet the above requirements shall attend summer school and successfully
master the requirements prior to being promoted. The parent or guardian of each student who has not successfully
completed a course shall be notified by the campus as soon as possible of any summer program available in the
District that may permit the student to complete successfully the failed subjects or courses.

Campus assignment shall be at the discretion of the District in the event that the student passes some, but not all,
courses in the eighth grade.

Requirements - Special Education
A student receiving special education services shall be promoted and shall graduate according to the criteria stated in
his/her Individual Education Program and by the decision of the ARD/IEP committee.
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Admission To And Exit From Gifted And Talented Program

Plano Independent School District offers educational opportunities for gifted and talented students in the four core
areas. Plano’s Academic and Creative Education (PACE) program serves grades 6 — 8 in the PACE History courses.
Students enrolled in grades 9-10 receive services through the Humanities class, with additional services offered
through Advanced Placement courses. Students enrolled in grades 11 — 12 receive services through the American
Studies course, with additional services offered through Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate
courses and the 12" grade Human Experience course..

Procedure for Admission
All students new to PISD must follow the screening/selection procedures for possible program admission. PACE
students who transfer within the district automatically continue program placement.

A. The referral form (available at school) is completed prior to the designated deadline. A student, parent,
teacher, counselor, administrator or other professionals may make referrals.

B. Screening data is collected. Data may include the following:
Ability test scores

Achievement test scores

Teacher recommendation

Writing sample

Additional parent information

Grades

Student portfolio

Interview

N>R~ ON =

C. Placement committee meets and considers all students who meet criteria.
D. Parent(s) of placed students give written permission for program participation.

Procedure for Exit
A. Student progress is review and documented.
B. Conference(s) with student, parent(s) and professional are held.
C. The PACE Exit Form is completed and signed.
D. The campus placement committee meets.

Admission To Middle School Advanced Placement Spanish Program
(Not offered on all middle school campuses)

Successful achievement on the 6™ grade entry-level diagnostic exam.

Students entering Plano ISD after 6 grade must take the entry-level diagnostic exam before placement in Pre-AP
Spanish lll.

Students entering Plano ISD after the 7" grade must pass the Pre-AP Spanish exam before placement in AP Spanish
V.

Maintaining Advanced Placement Status

o ltis expected that a student will maintain a grade of 70 or higher every six weeks, and a grade of 70 or higher
at the semester.

e A student who does not maintain a 70 average in an honors course will be placed on probation for the next six
weeks' grading period.

o Each six weeks' grade stands alone to determine eligibility for continuing honors status.

o Atthe end of the probationary period (six weeks), if the grade is still below 70, the student may be placed in a
regular class. In addition, if the 15t semester grade is below 70, the student may be placed in a regular class.

e Students will not be moved from an honors class to a regular class after the 5" six-weeks period begins.

Vines Academy

Certain specialized Mathematics and Foreign Language courses are offered at Vines Academy to 8" grade students only.
Some subsequent courses may not be offered at the high school level. Contact the counselor’s office at your campus for
more information.



Special Education Services

Plano Independent School District offers special education services for students from 3 through 21.
Children with vision and hearing impairments may begin services at birth.

Procedures for Admission/Review/Dismissal/Transfer
A. Initial referrals

1. Parents, school personnel or community agencies may make referrals for special education
evaluations.

2. All referrals are directed to the Campus Monitoring and Intervention Team (CMIT)

3. The Campus Monitoring and Intervention Team collects information from teachers and parents.

4. The Campus Monitoring and Intervention Team requests a Full Individual Evaluation (FIE) if there
is a suspicion of a disability and an educational need for special education services.

5. A meeting may be held prior to the evaluation for the purpose of defining the specific areas to be
assessed.

6. Parents provide written consent for the evaluation. The evaluation must be completed within 45
school days from the date the district receives written consent from the parent.

7. The Admission, Review, Dismissal / Individualized Education Program (ARD/IEP) Committee,
which includes parents, will meet to consider eligibility, goals, objectives and placement in special
education.

8. Parents provide written consent for the initial provision of special education services if eligibility is
established and services are recommended.

B. Transfers from special education programs outside the district
1. Parents/Students provide campus personnel with documentation of prior special education
services at the time of registration.
2. Campus staff confirms the provision of prior special education services.
3. Services begin immediately. Within 30 school days, any changes determined necessary in the
current IEP must be addressed by the ARD/IEP Committee.

C. Continuation in the Program
1. ARD/IEP Committee conducts an annual review of student progress and placement.
2. Parents and other committee members agree upon student’s continuation of services or dismissal
from special education based on current performance data and demonstrated need.

D. Grading Procedures
Credit for courses may be earned only if the student receives a grade that is the equivalent of 70 on a
scale of 100, based upon the essential knowledge and skills for each course. The ARD/IEP
committee may determine that a student receives modified course content. In this case, grades
should reflect progress toward completion of IEP goals and objectives as well as demonstrated
mastery of course content that is the equivalent of 70 on a scale of 100.
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Plano ISD
Class on Your Time
High School Courses through Independent Internet Study
http://planoisdeschool.net

Plano ISD offers students GRADES 9 — 12 a flexible learning option.

Website and Enrollment Procedures
The Plano ISD eSchool website can be accessed at www.planoisdeschool.net. Course listings and
descriptions can be found on the website. Students will enroll online through the Plano ISD eSchool website.
Currently enrolled Plano ISD students must follow the approval process through their campus counselor.

Credit Reporting for Plano ISD Students
Credit reporting for online courses will follow existing correspondence course policies. Plano ISD students
must follow similar course selection and approval procedures through their counselor.
e Students will have a minimum of 6 weeks and a maximum of 18 weeks to complete courses.
e Students currently enrolled in Plano ISD will be allowed to take two eSchool courses at one time.
e Students currently enrolled in Plano ISD may earn a total of THREE credits through correspondence
and/or off-campus online courses.
e Grades earned in eSchool courses will not be used in computing class ranking. [Reference Plano ISD
School Board Policy EHDE Local]

Tuition
Payment options;
1. Online through PISD eSchool website. (VISA, MasterCard, American Express)
2. Through a cashier’s check or money order mailed to: (no personal checks accepted)
Plano ISD
Student Services/eSchool
3540 E. 14 Street
Plano, TX 75074
3. Reimbursement guidelines: Within 15 days of the online registration, students may cancel
enrollment and receive a reimbursement, as per enrolilment agreement. A fee of $50.00 will be
retained for administrative expenses.
4. Some courses may require the purchase of additional materials, such as textbooks, not included in
the tuition fee.

Special Offer! Plano ISD eSchool: Expanded Course Offerings!
In an effort to meet our students’ needs, Plano ISD eSchool has developed twenty-four (24) online courses locally. We
are able to offer these courses at a reduced tuition cost. The tuition for the following courses is $280 per semester.

English 1, Semester 1* Algebra 1, Semester 1* World Geography, Semester 1
English 1, Semester 2* Algebra 1, Semester 2* World Geography, Semester 2
English 2, Semester 1* Economics United States Government
English 2, Semester 2* Health Foundations of Personal Fitness 1
English 3, Semester 1 World History, Semester 1 Foundations of Personal Fitness 2
English 3, Semester 2 World History, Semester 2 BIM, Semester 1

English 4, Semester 1 US History, Semester 1 BIM Semester 2

English 4, Semester 2 US History, Semester 2 Psychology

* Courses offered to Plano ISD students for credit recovery.

1"




Tuition for the courses listed below is $320 per semester course.

Plano ISD eSchool Courses Available at this Time
Refer to website for updated course offerings.

Courses for Graduation Credit

Algebra ll Spanish | and Spanish II*
Geometry | (*credit recovery)
Pre-calculus

Chemistry |

Physics |

Students interested in eSchool: Please read and note.

e Seniors:

In order to ensure an eSchool course credit for graduation:
= Students must register for a course before the mid-point of the semester.
» Students must complete all course work 3 weeks before the end of the semester.
» Please check with the eSchool office or your counselor for the specific dates.

e Sophomores — Juniors:
In order to take a course on the senior high campus, students must have successfully completed all
prerequisite courses, including eSchool courses, before the beginning of the school year.

e Students taking eSchool courses are required to take the STAAR EOC assessment associated with the
course.

e There are a limited number of “seats” in each eSchool course. Registration for each course closes
when that course is full and opens again as places become available. Therefore, registration for an
eSchool course may be open or closed at any time.

o Before you register for a course, please make sure that you read and understand the eSchool
Guidelines and Policies. Adherence to these guidelines, for example those concerning academic
integrity, will be expected and consequences enforced.

When you register for an eSchool course, please make sure that you provide the email address that
you intend to use throughout your course. That email address must be an active, functional account
that will handle large file attachments.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the eSchool office at:

(469) 752-8894
eschool@pisd.edu

12



6-8 Grade Curriculum Requirements

6th Grade
Requirements
= g To U T= Yo T3 Y o (LT 2 units
MathEMALICS. ...t 1 unit
Social StUIES ... 1 unit
ST el 1= g Lo <Y 1 unit
*Physical EQUCAtION ........oueiiiiiie e .5 unit
FINE AIS? e 1 unit
b =111 11V SR .5 unit
7 Units
Sample Schedule

1. Language Art

2. Language Arts

3. Mathematics

4. Social Studies

5. Science

6. Physical Education/Elective

7. Fine Arts

*Selected Middle Schools require 1.0 unit of Physical Education and 0.0 unit of electives.

'One unit is the value given to a class when it meets for one period per day for the entire school year. This block includes
reading required in sixth grade.

2The fine arts course is selected from choir, band, or orchestra.

*For students who read below grade level and do not meet Satisfactory Academic Performance on STAAR Reading in
fifth grade, Accelerated Reading Intervention is required. District MAP criteria may also be used to determine eligibility for
reading placement. Specific score criteria is available at the campus.

7th Grade
Requirements
English Language ArtS........oeeei e 1 unit
MathemMatiCS. ... 1 unit
TeXas HISTOIY ..o 1 unit
I Tor =T o T = S 1 unit
REAAING" .. oottt ettt .5 or 1 unit
Physical EQUCAtION.........ooiiiiiiiiie e .5 or 1 unit
BIECHVE ..o 1.5 or 2 units

7 units
Sample Schedule
English Language Arts
Mathematics
Texas History
Science
P.E./Elective
Reading'/Elective
Elective

Noak~wN =

'Students who met Satisfactory Academic Performance on STAAR Reading in sixth grade but did not achieve Advanced
Academic Performance are required to take one semester of Analytical Reading.

Students who did not meet Satisfactory Academic Performance on STAAR Reading in sixth grade are required to take

Accelerated Reading for both semesters. District MAP criteria may also be used to determine eligibility for reading
placement. Specific score criteria is available at the campus.
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6-8 Grade Curriculum Requirements (Continued)

8th Grade
Requirements
English Language ArtS.......ooueeeiiiie e 1 unit
MathemMatiCS. ... 1 unit
United States History Part | .........ccc.ooiiiiiiiiie e 1 unit
S Te7 11 o Lo NSRRI 1 unit
REAAING T .. ettt ettt 1 unit
Physical EQUCAtioN™™............oiiiiiiee e .5 or 1 unit
EIECHIVE .o e 1 unit

7 units
Sample Schedule
English Language Arts
Mathematics
United States History Part |
Science
P.E./Elective
*Reading" or Elective
Elective

Nogak~wN =

** Four semesters of physical education must be completed in grades 6 through 8. If the student has completed 3
semesters prior to 8" grade, one semester credit of physical education in 8" grade is required.

'Students who did not meet Satisfactory Academic Performance on STAAR Reading in seventh grade are required to
take Accelerated Reading for both semesters. District MAP criteria may also be used to determine eligibility for
reading placement. Specific score criteria is available at the campus.

Students who met Satisfactory Academic Performance on STAAR Reading in seventh grade but did not achieve
Advanced Academic Performance may take Analytical Reading 8 as an elective for one semester if offered at the
campus.

There are additional grade advancement requirements for 8th grade students under the Texas Student Success Initiative
(SSI), which was passed by the 76th Texas Legislature in 1999. The purpose of this initiative is to ensure that every
student achieves academic success in reading and math and shows sufficient understanding of the knowledge and skills
taught at the grade level.
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Course Descriptions - Sixth Grade

|LANGUAGE ARTS

601001 Language Arts 6
601501 Reading/English Block
Grade Placement: 6

Prerequisite: English Language Arts 5
Credit: 2

What's next? English Language Arts 7 or
English Language Arts 7 — Honors; Analytical
Reading 7 or Accelerated Reading 7

This course combines the study of English and reading and is a
blocked (two class period) experience. Students will learn and practice
reading comprehension through the study of theme, genre, literary
texts, sensory language, and informational texts. Using the writing
process, students will compose literary texts (poetry and imaginative
stories), expository texts, and persuasive texts. Students will engage
in a reading and writing workshop experience that includes the study of
oral and written conventions, research and library skills, and teamwork.

READING

60155B Accelerated Reading 6

Grade Placement: 6

Prerequisite: This course is for students who are
not successful on the state reading assessment
in sixth grade, score below the district criteria, or
need additional reading instruction.

Credit: .5

This one-semester course is designated for students who may have
been successful on the state assessment in fifth grade but score below
the district criteria or have received a teacher recommendation. The
course concentrates on word analysis, vocabulary, fluency,
comprehension skills, literary response, and reading strategies.
Targeted intervention closes gaps identified by diagnostic
assessments.

601551/2 Accelerated Reading 6

Grade Placement: 6

Prerequisite: This course is for students who are
not successful on the state reading assessment
in sixth grade, score below the district criteria, or
need additional reading instruction.

Credit: 1

This course is designed for students who